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GOVERNMENT OF THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A

+ + + + +

ALCCHOLI C BEVERAGE REGULATI ON
ADM NI STRATI ON BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF

Hu's Wear, LLC Fact Fi nding

t/a Hu's War Heari ng

1132 29th Street NW [ Ext ended
DCVR 23-405]

Ret. Class CR
Li cense #84908

Thur sday,
May 15, 2014

Suite 400S
2000 14TH STREET, N W
Washi ngton, D.C. 20009

The above-entitled matter convened at
1:22 p.m, before the District of Colunbia
Al cohol i ¢ Beverage Regul ati on Adm ni stration
Boar d.

BEFORE:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai r man
Nl CK ALBERTI, Menber
DONALD BROOKS, Menber
HERVAN JONES, Menber

M KE S| LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAMES SHORT, Menber
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

(1:22 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Good
afternoon. Welcone to the Agency Board. W
have one nore nenber who will be joining us
but we can start. Quorumis three.
Basi cally, we've been holding hearings all day
today just to get information about what's
happening with sonme |icenses that have been in
safe keeping for a while.

And, okay, I'mgoing to identify
your case for the record. It's Hu's War
| ocated at 1132 29t h Street, Northwest,
Li cense Number 84908 and ANC2E and why don't
you i ntroduce yourselves for the record. And
did you sign in al so?

MR. EDEN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, you
signed in over here?

MR. EDEN: Here.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. We

just want to nmake sure we have your nane
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spelled right for the record.

MR, EDEN. Ckay. |'mEric Eden.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. HU ALDABA: |'m Marl ene Hu
Al daba.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. And
what's your relation to the |license?

MR, EDEN. Business. W co-own a
coupl e of stores in Georgetown.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

MR, EDEN. And, when a noratorium
was |lifted for seven new applications, we took
on a new space at 1132 29th Street under our
current business nane, Hu's Wear, to open a
restaurant. And we've been in the process of
preparing for that restaurant opening the past
three years now.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  So, right now
Is the building housing a clothing store?

MR. EDEN:.  No.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  No. It's

next to it?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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VR. EDEN: It's vacant. It's been

vacant for three years.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  It's vacant?

MR, EDEN. Yes. We've been
wor ki ng on construction docunents for the past
three years.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  You' ve been
wor ki ng on construction for three years?
What's taken so | ong?

MR, EDEN. Largely, the | andlord.
He has to upgrade the water service, gas
service and electrical panel and it's taken
hi man extrenely |ong period of tine.
Fortunately, we're not paying rent. So, it's
all waiting for himto conplete --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, okay.

MR. EDEN:. -- those tasks.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  So, what --

MR, EDEN. W have full draw ngs.
| can provide a copy, a |lease. W have a chef
contract. W're ready to roll. W have a

contract with MEP. So, we're just waiting for

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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himto finish his work.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  |'m sorry.
MEP, what's that?

MR, EDEN. Mechanical, electrical
pl unbi ng engi neer.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  You have a
contract with thenf

MR. EDEN. | have a contract with
them | have yet to provide himplans to
finish his work. But it's usually a 30-day
process once he receives those and, then,
we're able to get permts and begi n actual
constructi on.

As it stands, we've only done a
denolition permt and taken down sone, you
know, drywall and just so we can investigate
the building structure, make sure it's sound
enough to house a restaurant. And, in fact,
it is.

According to ny landlord, he's
applied to WASA to get the water upgrade. He

said it's a long process and | think the cold

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 6

nmont hs and the long winter prevent themfrom
doing work on the water nmain, as | understand
it. So --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:.  So, are you
going to open a restaurant, or are you goi ng
to bring in a restaurant?

MR. EDEN. We're going open it.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You are?

MR EDEN. We will own it. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So, what's
your time line do you think?

MR, EDEN.  Well, if all goes well
and he's able to get the water upgrade done
and the MEP doesn't run into any big snags, we
shoul d be ready for permtting by July 1st
and, you know, dependi ng on how DCRA handl es
this, you know, | guess as few as 90 days
before we're able to really begin
construction. So, then, a six-nonth process
after that.

In the next year we hope to be

open. Realistically, | mean we could be as

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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short as nine nonths but that's pretty
aggr essi ve.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, EDEN. Qur funding is in
pl ace. W've closed a |loan with Navy Federal,
whi ch is our banker that's funded both of our
ot her businesses. So, we are really, truly
wai ting on the | andl ord.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So, now, are
your ot her businesses, the Hu's War and the

MR, EDEN: One is called Hu's War
and the other's called Hu's Shoes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. EDEN. They're across the
street fromone another and | share a
| andl ord. We share a |landlord for the
restaurant and for the clothing store, Hu's
Wear .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Do you have
restaurant experience?

MR, EDEN: Alittle. Yes.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

MR EDEN. Alittle. 1'l]
definitely bring in professionals. The chef
that | have a contract wth is a seasoned
veteran. He's currently enployed, so | don't
know if | should reveal his nane. | don't
know how public this record becones. But, you
know, he's a big deal

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR EDEN. He's in no hurry. He's
in a very safe position. He nmanages about 12
restaurants, the culinary operations of about
12 restaurants.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. O her
guestions? M. Brooks?

MEMBER BROCOKS: Yes. Did you nake
any docunents or paperwork that you can share
W th us?

MR EDEN. Yes, | did. | brought
a copy of our |ease.

MEMBER BROOKS: Ckay.

MR EDEN. | brought, just because

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| didn't want to bog you down wth too nany
details, this is a floor plan for the
restaur ant.

MEMBER BROCKS: (Ckay.

MR, EDEN. And, then, | brought
also a copy. In March, we paid the deposit of
hal f of the $7,000 for the MEP services.

MEMBER BROCKS: (Good.

MR, EDEN. And, then, so |long has
| can keep his nane kind of out of the public
record --

MEMBER BROOKS: No. Well, | nean

MR, EDEN. -- that's the chef
contract.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Can you redact?
Can you just cross through it?

MR EDEN. Yes. Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: We're kind of
Interested in the details.

MEMBER BROCOKS: Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But | nean we

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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don't need dollar figures. W don't need
names.

MR. EDEN.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: W just need to
know sonme of the conditions of the contract.

MR, EDEN. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: \When it extends,
when it expires, what's the options, that sort
of thing.

MR. EDEN. Sure. Got you.

MEMBER BROCKS: Stuff |ike that.

MR. EDEN. Yes. The lease is a
ten-year lease with two five-year options.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. R ght. You

want to take thenf

MEMBER BROOKS: Yes, 'l take
t hem

MEMBER ALBERTI: Geat.

MEMBER BROCOKS: All right. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Oh, are there

nore questions?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chai r ?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes,
M. Short.

MEMBER SHORT: The address you
have is 1132 29th Street?

MR. EDEN. Yes, sir.

MEMBER SHORT: Is this a single-
story building, a two-story, three stories?

MR, EDEN. It's two stories with a
basenent. We'Ill occupy the first floor and
the entire basenent for the lot. The
| andl ord's recently conbined two lots, the one
that we have our clothing store in as well as
the restaurant, so that we can occupy the
entire downstairs. |It's a big property. [It's
al nost - -

VEVMBER SHORT: Is it vacant now or

the --

MR, EDEN. Vacant. Yes, it's
vacant. |It's been vacant for a nunber or
years.

VEVMBER SHORT: Is there water

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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service now to the building?

MR. EDEN:. There is a water
servicing going to the building. | think it's
an inch-and-a-half and we're upgrading to six
inches. So, it's a pretty big upgrade. He
needs to bring the water service in for
sprinklering. He has never sprinkled his
building. So --

MEMBER SHORT: You have to do a
ot to put sprinklers in that building.

MR, EDEN. That's very, very true.
Yes. Fortunately, that's his responsibility
to correct, at least, not mne. So, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Do you have

dr aw ngs?
MR. EDEN. | do.
MEMBER SHORT: Architectura
dr aw ngs?
MR, EDEN. Architectural. Yes,
sir.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes,
M. Alberti?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So, take

me back through the whole history. How did
you acquire the |license?

MR. EDEN. We applied when the
nmoratoriumwas lifted for seven new
applicants. The |andl ord had expressed
interest in renting sonme unused space to ne
for a restaurant project and, so, we quickly
got our docunents together. | think they
were, you know, a letter of intent
requi renent.

Si nce we had an exi sting business,
we used that business to apply and that's how
It started.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So, at the
time that you got the |icense, what did you
know about the building? D d you have a | ease
t hen?

MR, EDEN. W had an LO. W
drafted an LA but we had not done the |ease.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What did you know

about the building?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR EDEN. Well, we occupied part

of it with our clothing store. At the tine,

It housed a little book store, which has since
left. So, we took that space over and, then,
the landlord had, in the basenent. It's a
famly building. They've owned it for 50 plus
years and the basenent was used as kind of a
wor kshop for his staff.

So, it took himabout a year just
to clear the space out. It had been used for
50 years just for storage of paint and pipe
cutters. It's kind of raw, but it has the
ceiling height, required ceiling heights and

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR, EDEN. -- should work very
wel | for our needs.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |'m curious, why
a restaurant?

MR EDEN. Wiy a restaurant?

MEMBER ALBERTI: That's a big

change froma clothing store.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. EDEN. Yes, from clothing.

Frankly, we're also a couple and it's nore her
passi on of clothing and m ne nore the food.
So, | helped her build our two businesses the
past ten years wth the hopes that she would
help nme build m ne.

So, | started ny career in food
marketing in Chicago. Then |I worked for an
anti-hunger organi zation here for a nunber of
years, which was culinary focused. And |'ve
al ways had a, you know, deep appreciation and
under st andi ng of the subject.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. O her
guestions? Are you passing down the
docunents, then, | guess?

MEMBER ALBERTI: You want to pass
t hem down?

MEMBER SHORT: Yes. |'msorry.
Go ahead.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just want to

see what we have put together.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | have just a

guestion. Did you sign a letter of intent in
20107

MR, EDEN. W had a letter of
intent. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So, they
basically were holding the space for you all
t hese years --

MR. EDEN. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  -- while
they're renovating and everythi ng?

MR. EDEN. Yes. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, EDEN. | can't speak for his
financial situation but | don't think the rent
for this project is as necessary.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Did they have
to go through historic preservation, et
cetera?

MR EDEN. We will. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Oh, you will?

MR EDEN:. | will. Yes. |If I do

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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any change to the exterior, I'll have to go

through that. Yes.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.
they didn't do that?
MR. EDEN. He has not.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.
MR, EDEN. To ny know edge,

they' ve never pulled permt.

So,

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Did you say

all these years he was doi ng sone maj or

renovati on t hough?

MR EDEN. No. | wouldn't say

renovation. No. He just did building upkeep.

You know? So, you know, plunbing work t

o the

buil ding. He owns the entire bl ock, excuse

me, from 2900 to 3000.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

VR. EDEN: On the south side of

the street. So, he's got a nunber of
busi nesses that he nmaintains.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Is it

accurate to say that the building wasn't

r eady

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 18

until now for you?

MR EDEN. | would say, yes. It's
taken a nunber of years to get it to this
place and it still needs a |ot of work.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, EDEN. [I'mstill budgeting
seven figures for the construction costs.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. O her
guesti ons?

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, let's go back
to where the landlords. The landlord
physically is trying to do what now to the
bui | di ng, what physical changes?

MR EDEN. He's not doing really
any physical changes. The way the space is
kind of partitioned and laid out, if you | ook
at the --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, okay. Let
nme rephrase that. What physical i1nprovenents
Is he doing to the infrastructure here?

MR. EDEN. He's upgrading the

wat er servi ce.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay.

MR, EDEN. And, then, he also
needs to do that for the gas line. So, |I've
actually helped on this. W got a survey with
a civil engineer on the property of the
utility lines and he's, then, got the permt
started wth WASA

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, he has a
permt wth WASA?

MR EDEN. Yes. He has a permt
w th WASA and, then, he needs to spend about
25 sone odd thousand to do the water upgrade.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Onh, right.
So, he's got the permt to have the work done,
right?

MR. EDEN. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And what el se
does he need to do?

MR, EDEN. Essentially, that's it.
The el ectrical panel in the building seens
sufficient according to --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Now,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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what's he doing with the gas? Wat's

happening with the gas?

MR, EDEN. | think the gas |ine
al so i s corroded and needs to be repl aced.
But the service itself is strong enough to
power a restaurant. |t conmes in from both
si des.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, has he sought
permts to have that done?

MR EDEN. | can't speak to that.

MEMBER ALBERTI: That woul d be
with DCRA, wouldn't it?

MR EDEN. Honestly, | can't
answer that. | don't know where he is on
t hat .

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right.
Here's the problem

MR, EDEN.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: We'd |like to know
where things are --

MR EDEN:.  Yes.

VEMBER ALBERTI: -- so we have

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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sone assurances that it's going to open

sonetinme --

MR EDEN.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- in the near
future. But, if you don't know, | don't know.

MR EDEN.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And that's not
very conforting.

MR, EDEN. Yes. | understand. |
under stand your concern.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But we'l|l address
t hat .

MR, EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: | thought a
heard a projection 90 days to nine nonths or
sonet hi ng?

MR, EDEN. That's provided the
wat er upgrade happens, which is not, again, in
my purview. |It's the landlord's
responsibility.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

VR. EDEN: However, | know t hat he

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Is working on it and has pulled the permt for
that or begun permtting that process.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Onh, okay.

MR EDEN. Which is, you know, the
first step.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. So,
" mjust kind of quickly glancing through the
docunent s.

MR EDEN.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  So, the |ease
doesn't look like it's signed yet.

MR. EDEN. Yes. W have a signed
copy but | didn't --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Onh, okay.

MR. EDEN. -- bring a signed copy.
Yes. We do have a signed copy.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  You do have a
si gned copy?

MR, EDEN:. Yes, we do.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And when was
It signed, about, do you renenber?

MR EDEN. W signed it about

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Wth the

| andl ord?

VMR, EDEN: Yes, with Al en

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  How about,

then, the contract with the Chef? 1Is that

si gned, too?

MR EDEN. That's not yet signed.
Yes. Just because the windowis so big. W
want to make sure. | think he'll be the right

guy but we do have that in order, in case we

can get our permts done and neet the one-year

open date. It's really hard to attract
like a chef in --
CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ri ght.

MR, EDEN. -- a year w ndow.

t al ent

So,

he's in a really unusual spot where he's very

secure in his job and he can nake the
commtnent a year out.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

So,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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you don't have a signed contract, but you're
pretty confident that --

MR EDEN. Yes, | amvery
confi dent.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- he's going
to be the chef?

MR. EDEN. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR. EDEN. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

MEMBER SHORT: | just want to ask
you anot her questi on.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

MEMBER SHORT: You're going to
have a commerci al kitchen?

MR EDEN. W are.

MEMBER SHORT: So, the electrical
systemcomng in now you testified is fine
ri ght now, correct?

MR, EDEN. As | understand it.
['"'mno expert but what | was told by the MEP

who did the wal kt hrough was that the, |I'm even

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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afraid to say it, three-phase/two-phase, |'m
not exactly sure, but the service was
sufficient.

MEMBER SHORT: Your stove is going
to pull 240 anps.

MR, EDEN. My what is? Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And you're putting
duct system over the --

MR EDEN. W are. Yes. W are
installing a duct system

MEMBER SHORT: So, is the
el ectrical systemgoing to be able to handle
all of that?

MR. EDEN. As far as | understand,
It does.

MEMBER SHORT: Well, it was a book
store before?

MR, EDEN. It was a book store and
a machi ne shop in the basenent. So, the
machi ne shop, all that equipnent --

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay. Yes, it

could have pulled it. GCkay. Al right.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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That's all | have.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's okay.
Any ot her questions?

MEMBER ALBERTI: No. | have sone
t hought s but no nore questi ons.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M. Alberti, do you want to express your
t hought s?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, nmaybe ||
do this in the formof a question.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How | ong do you
think it would take to get to the point where
you are ready to apply for permts to DCRA?

MR EDEN. Well --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Let's say two
things. | don't know how to judge this but
it's really the point where you could begin
wor k?

MR EDEN. | could actually --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Wen the | andlord

I's finished doing his thing and, now, your

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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part triggers, how | ong?
MR. EDEN. W could parallel path

it. In fact, | could apply for permts after

MEMBER ALBERTI: Right. | didn't
want to use that but right. Wen do you think
you can start your stuff?

MR. EDEN. W can start in as few
as 30 days. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, what about
t he construction? Wen do you think you could
start construction?

MR, EDEN. Legally, in 150 days |
woul d say. One hundred twenty days, roughly,
just to be safe.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, within the
next six nonths, you could actually --

MR EDEN. Absolutely, | planto
be in the next three to four.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Have at | east
permts approved, you think?

MR EDEN. | would hope so. Yes.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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The MEP that we've contracted has done
restaurants both in Baltinore and --

MEMBER ALBERTI: Your in that
process? You can have draw ngs to DCRA for
the rebuilding, if they were approved. But
you coul d have the permt process in play?

MR. EDEN: | could have it. Yes,
sir. | could. Absolutely.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Si x nont hs.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  This is a
nor at ori um permt?

MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: It's in
nor at or i unf

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, it isn't.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: It isn't?

MEMBER ALBERTI: [It's 405. He
never opened. He got one of the |icenses and
never opened.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Oh, okay.
kay. So, we've been using increnents of six

mont hs - -

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- in
general, which is based on the regulations, to
review the progress --

MR. EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  -- of these
kind of |icenses that have been | angui shing or
what ever, however you want to characterize it.
So, wthin six nonths, do you think you would
be in a position to submt permts?

MR EDEN. Yes. And draw ngs,
yes. They were permtted. Yes. | would
certainly hope so.

MEMBER ALBERTI: At |east evidence
that the permtting process is underway?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, whatever

MR, EDEN. At the very | east,
t hat .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  \What ever

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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docunent ation that is.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You file the
applications? You' ve got plans to DCRA?

MR, EDEN. I n the next six nonths,
absol ut el y.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And, then, at the
end of the year, the next benchmark for the
end of the year is that all permts are
approved and, hopefully, construction had
begun. But, at the very least, all permts,
every permt --

MR, EDEN. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- is approved at
the end of the year, neaning you' ve gone
t hrough HPRB. There is no hold ups. | nean
this is a tight schedule but you' ve had it now
for four years.

MR. EDEN. Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sonet hi ng's got

to nove.
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MR, EDEN. | agree. W're at that

poi nt .

MEMBER ALBERTI: You know, and
that's a year fromnow and you start
construction a year fromnow, we're stil
| ooking six nonths to a year before you open.

MR, EDEN. That's true.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | don't think
it'"s quite that tight, if you start doing your
homewor k t oday.

MR. EDEN. | agree.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: He hasn't
gone through HPRB yet. Is that correct? You
said you may need to go through HPRB?

MR EDEN. Historic review?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes, or did
you?

MR, EDEN. Well, with our other
busi nesses, even signhage needs to go through

HPRB. So, we have not done that but we wl|

MEMBER ALBERTI: | just mention,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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in case you had to. | nean he's starting now
with --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean really
he's starting with just upgrade to water and
upgrade to gas haven't been done. So, the
shell is there.

MR, EDEN. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: There's no reason
why he can't start with architectural draw ngs
and start the process tonorrow.

MR, EDEN. Exactly.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean the WASA
I ssue and the gas issue do not prevent him
fromdoing that. It's not |ike, you know,
there's an extension that needs to be built by
the landlord. | nean --

MR, EDEN. Right.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, his part
could be, as he said, done in parallel. He
could start tonorrow.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. | just

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI: And | think a
year is fair --

MR. EDEN:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- from what |
know of just basic construction projects.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Yes.

MEMBER SHORT: And you said you
have a signed | ease, you just didn't bring it
with you? W have a signed | ease?

MR. EDEN: Yes. Yes, we do.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: So, that neans you
can go start the permts tonorrow.

MR. EDEN: Right. Yes.

MEMBER SHORT:  Not hi ng hol di ng
that up, right?

MR. EDEN:  Nothing at all.

MEMBER SHORT: And you've had it
since 2010, the --

MR. EDEN: The |icense?

MEMBER SHORT: -- |icense?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, EDEN. The liquor |icense,

yes.

MEMBER SHORT: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So,
wthin six nonths, you would be able to submt
to us docunentation of permtting --

MR. EDEN. Absol utely.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: -- correct?
Ckay.

MR, EDEN. And, if not, I'd be
happy to surrender the |Iicense at that point.
It's just good noney after bad and | don't
really like paying the fees for the license if
|"'mnot going to really use it. So --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You're not the
first person who's been in that position.

MR, EDEN. Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So, |'d like
to ask of you, which we have been asking of
others, is to submt within six nonths that

docunent ati on --
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MR, EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  -- and/or a
| etter updating where you are in the process.

MR, EDEN. Absolutely, | can do
t hat .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. And,
M. Alberti, what were you saying for one
year ?

MEMBER ALBERTI: OCh, that al
permts have been approved. All permts have
been approved.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Al permts
t hat he needs have been approved?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sone evi dence
that he either has started or prepared to go
start construction.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. |Is
that it?

MEMBER ALBERTI: So, that, you
know, he's got a contract wth a contractor to
start the construction, sonething |like that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  So, what's

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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goi ng to happen, you submt sonething to us in
six nmonths as to where you are in the
permtting process and we'll let you know if
we need to have you cone back for a fact
finding, if we have questions.

MR. EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, EDEN.  Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have
any questions?

MR. EDEN. How do | submt thenf
Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Who shoul d
you address it to?

MR. EDEN. Yes. To whomdo | send
t henf

MEMBER ALBERTI: |If you call our
general counsel, she'll give you --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Her nane is
Mar t ha Jenki ns.

MR, EDEN. kay. Geat.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Great. Thank

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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you.
MR, EDEN. Thank you very much
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.
[ Wher eupon, at 1:44 p.m, the fact

findi ng hearing was adj our ned]
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